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May 27, 1960
MEMORANDUM FOR MR, ODRDOE GRAY
IUNECT: Jaokson Commitiee llearings

At the beginning of the Coumittes hearing yesterdsy morninsg, 2t which
¥r. George F. XKennan tentified, Senstor Jeckson announced that both the
Secretary of State and the Seorstary of Defense had sccepted invitations
to sppesr before the Comittes,

I later sscertsined that Sepator Jecksen hsd telsphored Mr, Ferter,
that the latter hed indicsted ® willingsess to sppesr, but that the setiing
of an exact date wun postpored muntil next wesk.

Seoretary Gates, 1 am told, hes consented to sppear before the Comitise
on June 13,

Meanutille, the Committee has invited not the Director of the Buresu of
the budget btmt the Deputy Director, Flmer Staats, to testify and the date
of June Jihea deen sgrsed upon for his eppesrsnce.

A% the hearing yesterdsy Mr. Eesmnan testified on a wide renge of
subjects, One of the principal points he made was thet thers ghould be
one senior officisl in the swscutive tranch to st ss the President's
primeipsl exeeutive agert for &ll matters relsting io national security.
This individusl should be the Beeretsry of Stats whose responsibilities
would inolwde not only fereign sffalrs but militery natiers a8 wil, In
support of this proposal, Mr. XKennan suggested that there wes & certalin
histericel justification in the title "Secretery of State” iteelf which
suggests that the office s not linited %o the gorduct of fareign saffairs
and he pointed out that the Socretery of State is the keeper of the Ureat
Sesl of ths United States.

Hr, Eennan also sdvoosted the preation of an infependent 16C staff,
divorced from departoentsl responsibilities and reporting directly to the
President. The purpose of such s staff would be o generabe new ideas In
the national security fleld,

In the exscutive session held in the afterncon, soms time was devoted
to & discussion of XIC orgenizalion, However, the grester part of the
sfterncon wss spent in « discuesion of the ¥-2 incident. Inasmach ss
neither the Committee nor Mr, Kennan was responsibly informed asbout the
matter, & wide renge of speculation and eonjecture was indulged 1n Yy
both sides.
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The attached memoranda on Executive

Sessions of the Jackson Committee this week
may be of interest,
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